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Jwhom, it woild seeny, no series of disasters

BRITISH ARMY DEFECTS.

CRITICISMS OF RECENT REVERSES
IN SOUTH AFRICA,

The Present Army System Declared by Brit-
Ish Crities to Be Wrong - Sharp Comments
on the Successful Operations of the Boers
~British OMcers Described as  Stupld,

LONDON, April 13 - Until & few days ugo

the war in South Afriea seened to be sharply
divided Into two perfods, the time belore
Roberts, and the tlme after  Hoberts,
the time of failure and the time of suceess.
During the former the FEogilsh press and public
complained loudly  ‘Thev charged the ai-
thorities of Pall Mall und Downing street with
lack of foresight befors the war and with sins
of omission after war had begun, while the
commanding officers at the front were charged
with incompetence and foolish recklessuess

Then Roberts and Kitchener got at work,
Bucoess followed ruceess, despatches no longer
openad with the ominons phrase, “1 regret to
state,” we heard no wore of “noforianate oc-
currences,” and with the cessation of fallures
came a cessa tionof criticisin The authoritiesin
Pall Mall and Downing street slopt by day
and by night in peace: the offfcers at the front
were praised for their courage atd sufcess and
their past shorteomings were forgotten. Kob-
orts and Kitcheuer had proved the gods out
of the muachine. The Free Stata, we were told
bad collapsed.  Sonth of  Bloemfontein the
ecountry wins not only pacitfied, but the burgh-
Ors Wera aven ansious for the speedy siccess
of the British arms. Mafeking would be re-
lNeved almost at once, Pretoria was practically
in sight, and the ouly tople worth disenssiug
was the question of how the conguered repib-
lics were 1o ha treated

Then came a sudden change. Roberts had
beena month in Bloemfonteln; by thit time the
optimists had hopel he would be thundering
at the gates of Pretoria,  Then we heard he had
no horses, that his wen Lad no clothes and no
boots. And onee more the grumblings of Hie
peopla disturbed the siumbers of the authiorities
In Pall Mall and Downlng street. Then the
*unfortunate occnrrances” bogan again. Hulf w
dozen Guard ofMlcars wers shot down ten miles
from camp. This by way of prebide I'hen
came the disaster of the Koru Sprint, quickly
followed by that of Reddersbury Within a week
more than six hundred British soldiers and a
half dozen guns were off 1o Pretoria. - And we
hear that the conquered and pacitied Free State
from Bloemfonteiu to the Orange Plver on the
eastern side of the raldway Is in the hands of
the enemny. Fighting has begun again in Natal
the Boers are threatening Bethulie Bridge,
Kitchener is downin Allwal North sending “en-
couraging messages” (o the troops held up In
Wepener, and elsewhers the Boers, whose spirit
we were told was brokeu, are acting vo the ag-
gressive

It I8 no exaggeraton to say that Fugland
was and is dismayed.  And at the present
mogment there is a distinot inchoation to lay
much of the blame for the prosen® state of affuirs
upon the commanding offfoers.  Hoberss and
Kitchener cannot be everywhera doing every-
thing at the sama time: much st he left to
their commanding ofMlcars, who have been tried
in the balance and found wanting.  LordRob-
erts hasacknowlsdged this  He has sent Gen
Gatacre home, practically shelved Methuen,
and within the last few days & general shake-up
in commands has taken place.

Continental and American eritics have noticed
this point from the first. So too have the Colonial
troops, and especially the South  Afrwean
volunteers, mauy of whom point-blank refused
to enlist unless they were allowed to serve
under their own offlcers.  And now the people
at home are beginning to recognize the truth
Putting foreign criticism one side altogether,
the following case against the present svstem
of the British Army i3 made out by its own
critics both at the front and at home.

Without golug back to the thrice-told tale
of blunder in the before-Roberts period, without
quoting Roberts's measured, but strong and
bitter commentary on Gatacre’s disaster ut
Stormberg, or Buller's, "1 suppose our offfeers
will learn in time the valus of scouting,” which
he wrote in a ofMcial despatch to the War
OMoee, It is striking to notice what criticlsm
more recent events have called forth

To begin with take the Loadun Tones  1et-
ters which appear in its correspondence col-
umns, evenif they are anonyimous, are written by
men whose names carry weight in the editorial
room. The correspondence pubhished by the
T'imes discussing the latest “unfortunate occur-
rences,” appears under the headline of “Our
Stupid Ofcers.”  After the loss of the guns,
and the capture of the prisoners at  Korn
Bpruit. the Times's Cape Town correspondent
cabled.

“All the details which have reached here
regarding the disastor at Korn Spruit only
sarve to bring out clearly the marvellous ciever-
mnaes of the ‘Em-r‘ no less than the marvellous
carelessness and iwp '-\ldc'nra_of our oMoeers

will ever teach to koep wide awake  The Boers
in Col. Broadwood's rear drove his foree into
the party at the deitt exactly as partridges
are driven to the won At the drift itself, as
eaoh wagon went down the hollow, the Boers
quietly covered the drisers and pointed where
to drive to, 80 ns not to block the convoy . When
the guns arrived the trap was all clear again
for thair reception. o quote the words of one
present: ‘It was Just ke walkiug into a cloak
room, The Boors polltely took vour ritle and
askad you kindly to <tep on one side, and thers
was nothing else you o onlddo”

“Thera has already b mach talk at home
of reorganizing and incore g the Army. The
one thing really inportant s to make the Aruy
{ntelligent.  Our Generals, regimental offfeers,
and soldiers are all brave, none braver, but it is
useleas to shirk the tact that the majonty ol
them are stupid.  The Ewgpire will have no
such army as it onght to have nnul it creates
a system of military trontug which is not cal-

dated to deprive tha units of iuitiative and
ntelligence

Commenting vpon this stern dictum of the
Cape Town correspondent, Colo Lonsdale Hile
writes a long letter to the Tines in which he
stands up for the officers.  Yet i his letter
he makes many damaging admissions, aund
the following passages are worthy of thought,
written, as they are, by one who comes for-
ward aa n champion of the officer

“And it i< the mode in which onr peace train-
fng has been conducted that is the main soirce
of the carelessness of our oMeersin war, Over
kind-heartedness in the treatinent of offenders
at our tactical exercises has sown the crop
We ara now reaping l'o come down' upon
a man for some silly and idiotle pivea of lead-
ing has been absolutely repugnant to the di-
rectors of (hese pxercises * * Asaqrule,
carelessness in the periormance of the details ol
fleld service has been treated as a venial offence
OF SOMEties even 48 o tmatter for amusement
and badinmee onlv, The overwhelining im-
portancs of cure and precsion in the execution
of the detatls of fleld work has never been jn-
pressad on the officers. and that they
portant our oftlcers are realizing, In
cases, too late”

The Margquis of Winchllsea, writing on the !
same date to the sqme paper save “1 will un-
dertake to say that if the Boers went about
with their eves on the scenery instend of on
the ground wao shonld surround them as easiy
as they surround nus. Mo inference then (s
this—-that it we cannot, or until we can, train
gome of our men to track for themselves we
should emplay tand this (S my excuge
for writing now), of whom there are thousands
both white and black In all cur colonies and
now available, who can do it for ns Another
thing which <irikes a ¢l < this: that sneh
an oceurrence a8 the loss of a battery, u troop, I
A company in, say. the antumn maneuvres
aeeme 10 be eonsiaered asa huge iest, and a sub-
fect for light badinage to which the man re-
sponsible for it ey be sublectad. Siroa black
mark should be put against his name, and he
and othe s taught thot

narehwearsnl wi hoargnes no eves and less
head w.il the perpetrator for a
leading part when the curta'nrses on a serinne
forninnee

With rega rd to the manner
OCCUT In Mmanwe s thee folle
Ushed in the Tones is interesting

“Sin: I cannot resist, in eotion with the
late unhappy loss o0 wuns deat Bloendtontem,
narrating the conversation which Ihad ten days
ago with o Winchester hov o who s about 15
vears of age and ona of the cadet company of
the ecollege here had beon gt Aldershot a

rand field dav for many of the publie sehools

olunteer corps, and my voung inierloegton
had been there  During the pr ding= the
pt company of some thirty hovs of abont
the same age ns hinselr, under the cormand of
& sarseant. also a wmamber of the collean. lost

are I~
nany

men

wan

hould hae a mistake |

ineapacitate

nwhich mistal es
ving letter prb-

faf  The whole world knows that in the British

themselves, and I can best describe what then
Lappened by using his own words as far as I can
remember them.  He sald:

“‘Wu had such a lark on fleld day, for we cap-
tured four guns from the Koval Artillery. Al
the corps of the varfous schools were divided
into two divisions, and each division had «
Lt battery of urtitlery attached to it and the
wuns and gouners were sl in khnkl color as
they were :’uhm ot to the Cape  Well, om
division with 118 guns had to retreat to some
':lm-u or other, and oury company ought to
\ave go! nway with them, but somehow we
didn't know where 1o go to. So our sergeant
sildd, “We will lie down Tn this dry ditch and see
wha! havpens”  Accordingly we lay low in
the diteh, and before very long np came the
kuns of the enwiny who wers pur<iing — our
retreating division.  Well, we lot the last gun
get past us und then Jumped out of the diteh,
iade u tank movement so as to get alongside
the guns and teams, and fired off thres or four
vollevs into them from our makaziue rifles at
abont ten yvards distunes before they could do
unvihiug Lhe artillery oMeer sald, “ say, vou
fellows, o alittle further off with Miose volleys,

s 1 =uppose some of the powder and stuff of the
cartridges toll on them.  Then all of & sudden
up rides wn umpire and shonts, “This battery
1% out of aetion for the day * You should just
have heard those gunners swear, it would have
done vou good!”

“It wounld pppear that scouting is sometimes
as niuch neglectad (1 the Frea Niate as itis left
unrehenrsed at Aldershot

Commenting on the leiters, and on the evenis
whioh called them forth, the Tunis suvs edi-
torinlly

“Col lonsdale Hale deprecates (he severs
and  somewha! sweeping  condemnation  of
the (uteligence of the average British officer
exprossed in the message of our epec lal cor-
respondent ut Cape Town yesterday  But,
although it is doubtless true that, while the
‘wlaring fwilures’ fn our lendiog are published
1o the world, innumerable oecasions on which
readinessund foresight have been displayed nre
necessarily passed over in sience, the ‘glaring
failures, s Col. Hale substantally adinits,
having been too frequent and tou recent w
periuit of unqualified confidence in the dis-
eretion of our offloers.  We must all trust
that the severe lessons of Jast week have been
taken to Leart und that they have inspired
stich a degres of cars and common sense into
those [utrusted with the execution of lLord
Roberts's orders as will secure us from a re-
currence ol those ‘nnplessant occurrences,”
which, as Lord Winchilsea remarks in his ex-
cellent letter have become pamfully Tamiliar
to s, Atter wll, the differenco hetween our
correspondent and Lol Hale does not seem
to be very greut toth agree that our ofcers
on several occusions have shown a plenttul
lack of brains.  Our correspondent says bluntly
that mos! ol them are stupld. Col. Hale says
thia! the kind of leading we have witnessed
n the teld {5 the direct natural resnit of the
treatment o ‘sily and idiotic’ leading in our
peace traluing, und Lord Winchilsea, who has
had an nnusual experience of wild life o a
rough country, agrees with him.  Careless-
ness and neglect of duty seem to have been
responsible for muany of our mishaps, and
both ol Hale aud Jord Winchilsea complain,
in almost  the same words, that in our
maneavees and exercises at home these very
gruve professional offences are bLabitually
treated as vendal by the authorities, and as
& subyect for badinage by the brother oMecers
of the offender. Uutl our officers are taught
by their superiors at home that nistakes which
argue ‘no eyes and no head' are disgraceful
to those who tske them, we must expect that
they will contiuue o be taught that elemen-
tary lesson at the cost of thelr own lives,
of the lives ol thelr wen, and of the cradit of
thelr country a8 a oilitary power. There
s, a8 Lord Winchilsea pointa out, no super-
human difflculty in detecting the proximity
of large bodies of men and horses, even when
they do not show up against the sky line. A
similar feat (s accomplished every day by
cowboys and stockimasters in many of our
colonles. There are pleuty of men now in
South Africa guite competent to perform it
and perhaps to teach our officers how it oughit
to be performed, it only they will condescend
to learn”

Tha Times military expert says: “If the
report be true that the escort were trotting
placidly in resr of the retrenting column a
gro-s military blunder was committed which
it woutld be difionlt to characterize 100 harshly .’
Aud afparently the report wos absolutely
true

Then came the Reddersburg affair, 600 men
entrapped and captured, and the Times asks
why  were no fleld intrenchments, made,
and proceedy “What Mafeking has done
for months a Britixh force of two or three thoys-
and men, with a couple of batteries and plenty
of provisions, might do for & day or two or for
4 week or two, if the methods of Mateking

yore adopted.  Even 500 men within touch
of a raillway in British hands might consider-
ably prolong their resistance if provided with
the sort of shelter which the RBoers construct
for themselves as & matter of course. * * ¢
But nothing of the kind is likely to be done
unless  Lord Roberts issues precise orders,
Our ofoers have not been taught to do that
kind of thing. nor are they trainéd to be re-
sonrceful. nor are they likely to remember
that, while they probably know nothing of the
Boers thal may be in thelr vielnity, the Boers
certainly know all about them

Heferriug to this same affair the T'imea says
of the Boers: “Their strategy is daring, and
it may expose them to disastrous blows from
the greatly superior forces opposed to themn
But it ought seamingly to have been frupossible,
had adequate =kill and vigilance been exer-
cised on our =ide ”

To multiply this kind of criticisin, and en-
tirelv out of the imouths of British crities, whose
sole desira is for their army’s good, would be
asimple oatter.  In papers, roviews and mag-
azines, in clubs, in the street, in private houses,
vou hear the'same thing. Just one more point
is worthy of notice ‘the Daly Vews has at
the frout an Australian  correspondent who
[eft Svdoey witl] some of the Australian troops
His letters show himm 10 be a strong iniperiali=t,
and a man of unpartinl mind,
both for British and Boer,
he deals out with even hand.  One point about
the  British offleer generally  the youuger
offlcers seem to be concerned- has struck this
corre=pondent strongly. He has given definite
and detailed exampies of it, but the following
short passage will snfMeiently indicate what
he complains of viz , “the puppy,” and this has al
also been the complaint of many ecionials
Here is the pas-age

“I'o Capt, Tenant no small meed of praise
is due. ‘Uhis officer was here on secret service
before hostiities commenced, avd he did his
work so thoronghly that the conntry I8 as rm-
ihar to him as paint to & barmaid  He s one
ol those men, untortunately sorarein the Brit-
ish army combining dash and dauntless pluck
with o cool level head  1F he wets Lis nHmr-
tunity BEngland will hear more ot this officer
I huye heot intensely strack by the class of
afticers by whonm Gen Gataere is sarrounded
They all look like soldiers. | have not seen
a stnele dude. ot one of those wretched fops
of whom | have seen onls too many in South
Afriean Fhey speak Like soldiers too. No
idiotic drawl. no effeminate lisp, no bullving,
Hl-bred, coarseness of tongue, they are net-
ther drawing-rootn dandies nor camp swash-
biaklors bt offfeers and gentlemen, and |
CAl Ass0re ton the terins are not alwayvs sy n-
ot mons  even ander the Queen's cloth, 1
have seen mere lads in this country leading
men into action who in point of brains were
not 1t to lead a male to water, and others who
tin regard to manners were searcely fit to tollow
the mule  But thank God the Boers have
tausht our nation this, if they have taught us
navght else  that it needs something more
than an eve-glass o lisp. a palr of kid gloves,
andd an insolent, ovorbearing manner to make
a sucees=ful soldier

I'his has not been a pleasant subject to treat

o keen obsatver
Praise and biame

army are to bhe tound ipnumerable officers
who are men of cilture, polish and intelleet, |
Roverts,  Kitchener, Frenel Baden-Powell,

Hector MacDonald, and a handred other nanmes
come rendlly toone's peu while for persounl
hravery it s corried by the British offieer,
from highest to lowest, and in every type, fo
an almost foolish extreme  But English peo-
ple themselves have been  persiad'd now
that their army systewus is wrong, ana in fol-
lowing the course of the war which has carried
persuasion with it it would be foolishness to
shrink from placing on record a featire which
ia 0 prominent aud which has been so fully
recognized by iinglish peopla themselves

Matters of Interest Concerning Horses

are mora fully and ably treated In THs Sux's
news columns than in any other medinm. Ad.
vortising thus heeomes more valuable in T

SUN for obvious (easons. lemem ber this,~ddv,

THE RI0 GRANDE IN FLOOD.

WIDE AND VARIED DAMAGE DONE
BY THE MYSTERIOUS RIVER,

Changes Made In the Mexican Boundary Line
Little Known of Hundreds of Miles of Ity
Course Great KExtent of the Flood The
fLoss of Life - Heroes of the Flood.

HipALGo, Tex ., April 25 Accounts of the
recent floods in western and southwestern'l'exas
have been taken up mainly with deseriptions
of the bursting of the great dam two wiles
above Austin, and little attention has bheen
paid 1o the vagaries of the Rio Grande, which
hus been npon a most pronounced rampage
Not wince 1560 has the water been so hizh, or
continied in flood for so long a time. It 14
w peculiarity of the river that each tims it
overffows it materially alters the boundary
line between the United States and Mexico,
In this way It not only affords inereased em-
ploynfant to Government enginecrs, but also
It canses endless disputes among  enstoms
officiuls and other people whose duty itisto
collect taxes of one sort or another. Now
and then an American deputy collector walkes
in the morning to find that some thousands
of ucres of good lund, bearing atine flock of
sheep und goats, has been moved into the
United States.  Naturady he tries to collect
duty on the anunals and naturally the owner
says that, having been moved o Yankee-
land by the will of God, he s not responsible
and declines to pay Sometunes this sort of
row gets into the Federal courts and drags
its weary length along until it reaches the
highest court in Washington, where a tre-
mendously heavy decislon is handed down
favoring one side or the other. Opposite
this town I8 u strip of land which in 1568 be-
longed to the Upited States  The greut flood
of 1880 moved it into Mexico Neven vears
840 it was moved back into this country. Three
years ago it was moved back into Mexico
The present flood has moved it back into this

country. This strip contlfus 0 and odd
acres.  Its owner {8 Antonio Jesns Maria
Garza He is a ranchman, born in the United
States  Seven years ago when the river moved

his raneh tuto Texas the deputy tried to muke
him pay cuty on his cows and things. He
carried the case to the Supreme Court and
got Judgment in his favor. Two months after
the declsion was rendered, that 18 to say in
about three years, he was moved into Mexico
and the colector over thers tried to make
him pay. He enrriad the case into the Mexi-
can Supreme Court and won Now he sayvs
that he 8 umune agaimst ctustons colectors and
itdoesn’'t muke apy sort of difference to him
how often he Lves in Mexico or the United
States  He has copies of the two  declsions
nd pulls them on any man who looks as if
e wanted taxes

Certain!y the Rio Grande is the niost myster-
rious river between Bafin's Bay and the Guif
of Mexico. Tosduy there are hundreds of

miles of it in the ugeregate abuut which no
positive information 18 to be had  Windin
its slnous length tor more than o nmu...nﬁ
miles from the New Mexican huls to Browns
ville and below, it is, tor much the greater part
of 118 course. unvisited aver, save by an oc-
casionnl vaguero or cowboy rding the runge
for strayed stock. The owfon of the ko
Grande, so-caied, bLeglnnng  eghty niles
below FI Paso and ending a hundred ies
above kagle Pass, has never yel heen sar-
veved. No 1ar s 18 known only one pan has
been through it He was « French trapper
who started through with two compatdons
and came out alone with vne boat, which cou-
tained 82200 worth of beaver skins.  He said
that his friends bhad been drowned, soid  hus

skins  and Imwediatey  disappearcd  uto
Mexico. Mavbe lus friends were drowned
Anyhow, Antoine

and maybe they were not.
had the skins. il 1% that part of the rives which
runs (rom Luredo to the sea that 18 most looely
and probably least known,  For eleven months
inthe year itis ashallow muddy-looking stream,
not more than 4w vards wide, with iniles of
treacherons quicksands and clothed to its
lips in a lumﬁn of all sorts of ehaparral.  In
the other month It is u raging torrent, red as
biood and toati-crested, hurbing itsel! toward
salt water and bearing with it a vortex  of
wreck, sometines dotted with corpses of meu
and alwavs with corpses of animals.  Ordi-
parily it is us quiet as any other slow-cur-
rented Southern streamn, jnaking scarcely a
murtnur as it siides along, but in tood theroar
of it 15 steady and oruinous aud it sounds over
the green tangle tor two niles upon either side.

It s impossible ever to obtain death statis-
ties of the Rio tirande in flood. ‘The Mexican
men and women and cluldren who live upon
s banks o litte jacals at wide intervals are
ewept to death and muke po sound that any
oue may hear. No one Knows their names
no one misses them: the places whereon their
cabins stood are green and overgrown with
catelaw in three months’ tme.  They sinply
were and are not 1t has been stated thatin
the flood of 1844 the total loss of life was 10
persons, but this 1< mera guess work. The
chances are that the loss was mach in excesy
ot that figure. There s no way to caleulate
it, save from the trequency with which bodies
drilt past the [ittle towns. During the week
Just gone iany bave Leen swept past Hidalgo,
alwavs in the centre of the current, hurrying
toward the sen.

An observer standing upon the bank, which
Just here is high above the rush of the red water,
counted twenty jacals in two hours golng down
Upon the comb of one of them a black Spanish
& rooster was perched and as he was whirled
along he crowded detfantly at the waste which
bolled about him  As for cattle, horses, sheep
a{ul goats their number has been uncountable
Many deer Liave been drowned, having been cut
off upun little poite of the valley lands which
were first smail wlunds and then becage sub-
werged, giving the animal the choien of a ten-
mile swirn through the interlacing tops of mes-
quite trees, or else denth  Peed uriow‘]lu\‘l.' sone
under fu droves and all feline tauna, which
hate the water - bobiails, leopurd-cats and even

n oceasional puta - have met o similar death

atween lLaredo and the mouth of the river
wlligatora have had a feast und cranes, herons
and Hamingoes have stalked gravely along
banks left nolst by the receding tide and (n-
spected critleally some body which was drifted
in. with arins and legs distroughbt, and inter-
fored with the fi=shing  As the water has tullen
the number of dead things has increased untl
the line of wrecknge has become practically
contlnnous in plaeos It takes the strange
river almost as long to empty itself of its plun-
der as it does to get another tood on.  In all
pravions rises it hns been recorded that for a
month alter the witer resumed its proper limits
instances of is rovage tlosted by

Retween this plwee and Brownasville the stream
has been ot s widest  There are no precipi-
tous banks below here and the flood has spread
itself through the vadley lands Illu'h-'l‘kl'J In
some plgees it hos been twenty-five miles aoross,
often ten feet deep Hye miles from the river bed
Nearer tothe river proper skiffs hiave heen
pulled overthe tops of cacti twenty-flva feet
high, and then thiree feet under water.  Square
miles of mesauite trees, from fifteen to thirty
feet in height, have been covered so that where
formerly #n'rn wus n shifting seq of green, dark
in shadow and pale in the sun. there has been
only a =till, wide, almost waveiess vellow flood
Fishes which have passed their lives rubbing
their be'lies upon the river sands huve nnwn
their way among the tupmost branches of
mimosas and huisiehes, never wet befors save
Ly the infreguent vidns Huge cats and gars
have been tar tnland from thelr accustomed
haunts and have returned slowly a4 the water
crent haek within bounds  There will bhe bad
fisiing in the river for some time to come, be-
eanae s tenonta have been ted Lo revdoetion

Thoe valley of the [ower Rio Grande, that
part of it which extands for a bondred miles
above old Fort Brown, has bheen extrenely
poptlons with wild life. 1t is the caly part of
the 1 nion in which it hins beon po-« hle [or a
man to take a Winchestar, wall o half-mile
from his cabin at sunrise and kill from two
to five deer before hreakiast |t has abounded
in blue quails  The ordinary cotton-tatled
rabbit has lived in it in hundreds of thousands
It i= believed that the guntis and the rabbits
have bheen practically exterminated, beepise
the water rose so fg<t that they had no chanee
at all tor their Lives  The gualls, of conrse
mmped into the trees when the water came
but when the trees them-elves went under and
thers were anbroken miles of flood between
them and the foot<hills they had no choirs
save todrown I'he rabbits went to sueh spots
s wera loft ancoversd. and when these got
woet the rabhhits gat wet tno,  Men who rowed
about the valleyv before it hecame lost 1o view
entirely tell stranege tales of the torror of the
stricken beasts o terror of the water so fell
that they turned ta their hereditary enem
man, for comtort and trind to erowd joto the
<kiffs as thev passed near to them. huddled
upan some it of rising gronnd soot to be over-
flowed An exenllent opportunity was afforded
to destroy  predatory antmals, <ach as
talled cats and lvopard eonts bt nobody ook
o teonble ta do it kpowing that the hrites
were (lo ol 1o death wny how Neither did
any one take the troable 1y knock the hundreds
of rattlesnokes from the trees into which they
had climbed [n the hope of escaping extinetion

e

Ordinarily the rattler s not a trec-climhber
but in a flood sueh as that which i« prssing
away all natural hahits are reversed and profty
f 11!
f nws

\
v gloom of the flood. the silence
of it and the utter severance of the people
from the outside world have had such offe

that few men have thought of sport gt all
They have spent the time listening to stories
bronght in of the destruction of ranches, the
loas of stock the drowning of various nnfori-
nnate Mexican families and wondering when
the tremendons mass of water woold find its
way to the Gulf leaving the drenched and clean-
swept land ones more to dry in peace (ome
mon flonds in the Rio tirandes are rather enjov-
able thay otherwise. ‘They mean that it has
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rained heavily and the country IIWIx‘I needs
rain. Such casualties as oceur up the river
do not disturh the valley dwellers particularly
becanse the Mexican Is always fatalistic an
he views the death of somebody else with equa-
nimity. The river i« just high enough to make
It pietaresgue and the loss of crops I8 com-
paratively triting. When one of these floods
comes down in July, as olten happens, the
{umm men of the Hidalgo wmuse themselves
w gathering on the bauk, plunging into the
torrent and, after a swim of fAfty yards or so.
Inving hiold of n watermelon vine and tugging
it laboriously 1o shore.  Always attached 1o
the vine ure from flve to fiftesn hige Fipe melons,
They nre piled upon the bank until they make
n l-\'n\umt- foet high and 10 feet through at
the buse. Then the small Mexiean children
of the village gather about and feast 1t is
some fun swimming for watermelons, thera
being enough danger in it 1o add spice, but at
this time IASn-r-- is no fun at all in wateh-
ik bodies go by or in coutting the flosting
cabins

Thers will be considerable destitution among
the people, who ars poor and improvident,
but it will be only temporary. ‘The soil of
the valley i so rich and the clitate is o void
of anvthing that might be enlled winter that
it 18 possible for un industrions man 1o riise
four crops in one vear from one }.im o of ground
It is trie that the Mexican i far from indus-
trious and it tukes u Rio Grande flood to make
him work, but inoa month the replinted crop
will be sprouting as gavly as if nothing had
happened and the harvesting will be only a
little delayed. The Indinn corn, which was
swept away or drowned by the waler. was
more that walst=high and roasting ears would
have been plentiful in_another two weels
However, the tarmers will have roasting eurs
in the sarly part of June as it (= and the field-
pea. which is about the ouly other thing they
plant, will grow all the better for the sonking
the soil has had. Tt is the sort of ground which
when tickled with o crooked stick laughs
barvest, sud o crooked suck s the nenrest
anpproach to a plough that many of the Mexican
tillers know. It is a country of bananas, too,
i plenty, various forms of plantains and other
natural  breadstuffs,  Indeed,  the average
inhahitant of the valley of the lower Rio Grande
s perfectly competent to pull through 1 dis=
ASIPOUS =eASONL ON pear apples alone, it put
to it. Pear apples are the purplish  oblong
fruit, about the size of a hen's egg, which
grows on the ends of the broad eliptical leaves
of the prickly pear. 1t produces chills and
fever in one not used to it, but the Mexicans
are all used to it and it contalus & great aonnt
of _nutrition,

Wiile the passing flood was in its stage of
increase n good many village Hampdens ex-
posed their danntless breasts 10 danger with-
out any expectation of reward. thinking, in-
deed, {Ittle about it. There had been more
than one notable instance of Leroism,  José
Bermaidag, who s a common va(‘m-rn ar rider
of unbroken horses, o the raneh of Don Jose
Sunchez, ten miles above this place, swam his
horse a quarter of a mile tve times in hritig-
ik out A Mexican womun, named Condelara
tGarcia and her tour small children who were
imprisoned o Jacal near the bank of the
river  The flood had poured around behind
the house, cut it off from the higher land to the
enst and made an island of the place whereon
it stood Her husband was away down the
river when the rise came and has not yet been
bheard from He tiay bave been drowoed
Bermwias  brovght the children cut one af
a tine, went back for the woman and got her
out, too. As  his horse was unable to bear
the welght of the two, he plueed her astraddle
of the saddle. tied her to It started the Lorse
on the return swin, and hmselt hung onto
the animal™= tail. He seenied to regurd the
performanes protty much as @ matter of course
and un'uph‘dl n pint bottle of mesenl wivem
to bim by the ranch boss as ampls pay et

A mile below the town, Gregorio Flores, a
boy 18 years old, standing on the bapk and
watching the long sunuke of wreckage twisting
down the streant saw the thitter of 4 dress on
the roof of & cabin. e made a gnarter o a
mwlle switn to it and found a little Mexfown girl or 7
years, Hestevedon the roof untl it had drifted
three iniles down, then, as it neared the Texus
bauk because of 4 current inset, he plunged
In with the child, go! safely to bunk with her and
brought her to town  Her name she swd,
was Juana Yrurri, but she conld not tell how
she came to be upon the foatng cabin's roof,
she knew only that she had beeninthe water
She 12 baing taken care of by the alcalde’s wite
and efforts will be nmade to discover from what
alde of the river she comes and how tar above
here her people lived, but it is not hkely that
anything will ever come of it The cvhances
are that she s the obild of some poor -)m--;‘-
herder or cowhand, and that all her people
have been drowned. Such tragedies are so
cominon wlomg 1ae strange river when ot s
wrath that they are aceepted as happenings not
wreatly out of the ordinary, and turnish food for
talk for only a httde while  Pablo Mais, who
drew $4 (Mexicat) a month and a bushel of
meal as s waxe tor herding 800 ewes belonging
to Richurdson's ranch. got hLis fock safely
through the rising wuter to higher land, [t
was only six inches deep when he drove them
through, but going bauck a half-nule 1o rescue a
newly drnw-mllmuhyuﬂ hind been lert behind
hewas drowned  WHen told of this his fellow
herders shrugged their shoulders, rolled fresh
cigaritos and said that he ought not to hiave
left the lamb behind  Antonin Trevino, a
voung sirl who kept house for her brother
who i« a fence-rider, lwlns( caught by the flood
when he was awav from home with their only
hor=e. walked six miles through water, some-
times to her waist and sometimes to her arm-
yits, bearing his toursyear-old orphan son,
)lhln was done at night. Thelr jucal was swept
away before morning

[t 43 believed that tha total loss of life from
this food will exceed the loss in the flood of
1840, because the water has been equally sud-
den in 1t rise and the valley 18 much more
thickly ;-v-pnlulml now than then., A conserva-
tive estimmate would place this loss at not less
than 200 people between Fagle Pass and the
Gull For a vear wives will be awalting the
ﬁ-tnrn of husbands and children the return of
fathers who will never be Leard of any more,
But, as Alcalde Martine save: "It was meant
to happen and it has happened, so Iot us ask
that the flood will not come back soon”

DOOR KNOBS OF TO-DAY.

They Come in Hundreds of Shapes and Most
of Them Are Made of Bronze.

Builders’ hardware, comprising siuch things
as door knobs and hinges, and all the various
things required in the construction of a house
now made in mutimdinous varicty. The
catalogue of a big concern manufucturing
such things would pe a book of five or six hun-
dred pages in which there would be enumer-
tated things of thousands of varieties. Take,
for example, thg door knob, which, simple a
thing as it might gaern, I8 made now in hundreds
of varieties, an gssortment that wouldn't have
been dreamed Of 1fty years ago, when all door
knobs were inciuded within a dozen or two
varieties

The door knob of fifty years ago wasof brasas.
Then came into usa the mineral knob, which
plenty of peoplg of middle age will be able to
recall  Mineral knobs were made of elayvs of
different colors, and sometimes of clays of
different colors mixed, the knobs being baked
with a glazed surface. A ecommon and familiar
form of the mineral knob was ahout the color
of dark mahogany In their day mineral knobs
were high!v esteemed and some of them cost
as miuch as 812 a dozen pairs. Now thera are
mineral knobs that can be bought for 75 cents
a dozen pades.  Mineral knobs are stiil used

After the mineral the bronze knob came
fnto fashion: and after the Lronze the wooden
knob came into more or less extended use
The provaillng door knob of to-dny, as used

in cities. is made of bronze.  The first bronze
knobh put on the market cost 87 or 88 a pair

Many bronze knobs in_ one form and an-
other nre now produced  very cheaply, but
it might  easily  ba that  fine, hindsome

bronze knobs wounld ecost from $2560 to 86 a
pair.  More or less hrass knobs are still made,
but nowadays mostly in hronze designs
Door knobs are now made ol iron, and they
are stll made in considerahle variety ol shapes

and size= of varicus kinds of wood | hiere
are alo made door knobs of glase  These
are now produeed in ogreater variety  than
formerly They are made nsmooth and

incut glass, and some of ther, siniple in design
asthev may be, are beautiful Glass door knobs
cost up to 84 a pair. But while door knobs are
made and sold in all these various materials,
vet the prevalling knob in city useand the ona
that would be found. in one grade and guality
or another, in most of the city's dwellings
would be one of bronze

Ainong the hundreds of varietios in which
door knobs are made there may be found not
only knobs in various conventional forms,
bt knobs made in conformity with architect-
ural styles and historieal periods. For all
that. docr knoba are not Infreguently made to
arder Tor s.ngle hoeses from designs furnished
Ly the architect

ILIKFS HIS FLATS OCCUPIED,

Why the Janitor Wants All the Apartments
Under His Care Filled Up.

“It rather surprised me.” said a flat-dweller
“to learn that the Janitor would prefer to have
all the Mats in the building oceunied. 1 should
have thought that the more empty apartiments
there wore and =o the fewer the people whose
wants he would have to look after the Jess his
worl hut the paverse of this s the case, and
reallv it's very simplo.  Fiats that are nunocei-
pied he has to lock after and kesp in order so
that they may be of sightly appearance to poo-
ple who come to look ot them with a view to
renting. The tats oconpied are, ol course,
eared 1or by the peoaple who Live in them: and
the work of [ooking after the people (s |eac
than that of looking after the empty fats would
be Henee aside from any personal pride in soes
ing the huilding under 1< eare fully occupied,
the janitor [ikes to see it 8o hecanse in that cons
dition {t means less work lor him.”

APRIL 29, 1900.
ETIQUETTE OF COLD FEET.

EMBARRASSING NOMENTS THAT

WILL (OME AT POKER.

‘The Three Sheepmen ‘and the Stranger Who
Had to Catch a ‘Train The Sherlock
Holmes Way Out The Bridegroom’s Plea

An Imperative Engagement With a Sheriff,

*Sowe rainy afternoon, when ['ve got noth-
ing to do but st indoors and wait for people
1 como and hand me money, I'm going to
write a treatise to be entitled ‘Poker Cold Feet,
from a Pathologleal and Psychological Poiut
of View," * suld “Doe” Ladd of the Cherokee
Natlon at un uptown hotel the other night
“Not that | cherish the belief that the grisly
symptoms of cold feet In poker are not fully
apprehonded by the whole commumity  of
poker players, but it seems to me that the nature
and character of cold feet in poker, together
with some general tips as to how and when to
#el the same, and perhaps a mgp of the United
States showing by shaded sections those parts
of the country whero it isn't healthful for a man
who's abig winner suddenly to acquire a case of
frigld pedals in a guue of draw,would be o
wood thing, and that it ought to sall pretty well
We're all subject to sudden attacks of frappé
nnderpinnings when we're 'way to the good in a
game of draw, but all of us don't just exactly
know how to get away with the proposition.
The work of some of us when we got that way
s pretty ooarse, we're not convincing enough
to make it stick; and it occasionally happens that
we have real difloulty. or e;ubarrassment at the
leust, in breaking out into the open with the
goods on us. ‘That's why 1 think a brochure
on the subject ought to make a hit

“lL onoe sat in a game with three sheep
men out in ldaho. 1 didn't know any of them
very well  From the beginning of the soirde
1 conldn’t lose. 1 was due to take the midnight
train on the U. P for a town in Oregon, but |
hadn’t said anything about that before siting
inthe game And when | wentright out and got
their money in gobs, I didn't feel that it would
be exactdy dead wise on my part to mention
it At 11 o'clock, after thres hours' play, | had
$1.%0 of their money, and still going easy,
yanking down three potsout of five.  Inanother
hour | hud to make that train, and | knew that
I could never do It with all that giit of those
sheep men on me. Said I to mysell, 'Five
hundred's & good enough winning, so I'll just
slough off all but $600 of this buneh, and by
that time it’ll ba midoight, and I can do a sud-
der eashi-in, and maybe they'll let me go away
with it”*

“So 1 began to bInf e out of their boots. 1
raised it before the draw and stood pat on
king high, and they cussed and laid dowrn;
I drew to three-card flushes and filled ‘em:
I'd hold out a dead one to a palr, and draw
two more just like the dead one; and it seemod
to be siuply impossible for me to push any
portion of that $1.60 over to them. On the
contrary, inside of another half hour I was
ga00 more to the good of them, making me
$2.450 winner | knew that 1 couldn’t get away
with all that not with sheep men on the other
side of the table and I didn’t want ‘em (o render
me porous and leaky with the forty-fives that
they had steapped in plain view around their
waists. Neither did I want to do any backing
and filling and erawtishing  1'd got their money
ot the level and it was mige, and if 1 couldn’t
lose it back to them decently aud in order at
the same game at which I'd got it away from
them, then it was up to me to do something
else I he wempers of the three sheep meu were
pretty craggy by this Ume, and | dido’t know
what to expeot of thew: but ten minutes hefore
the train was due, lugt after 'd hauled in an-
other fackpot worth $150, I pushed back my

’
chair, stretelied my arms, vawned quite caver=
nously and got up.

“My friends, sald 1, hanging on tizht so as
not to permdt my voiee to tremble, ‘this con-
cludes my portion of the entertainment '

“I'hey all leaned back in thelr chalrs and
Yooked np at e, and they looked darned ugly,
at thot

““I'he devil you say! <ald one of them

“Yes," said [, still fightipg that tendency
of my voice to wabble on critical ocecasions,
‘this I« where [ passout. I'm going to'

“Foel a draft on vour feet, hev?" said the
uzliest of the shoep men, sarveying me ear-
donleally chllblains, are vou?
Yook a-here podner, that may eo all right down
fn the Cherokee country, but up this-n-way
such conduct is viewed with disfavor, if not
with suspleion, :u{d‘ anvhow, vou're not well
soquainted enough around this neck o' sage
brueh to do a Jack rabbit seramble of that sort.
You've kot to know

“1 eleared my throat loudly, took a grip on
the buck of my chair, and cut in right there.

“I'm up aiwinst it oo wayv" I said, and 1
don't think thers wis a4 quaver in my pipes
then, ‘on account of my neglectfulness
neglected to stute, when [ sat into this game.
that I'm bocked tor the west-bound waln that
creeps in hera ot nodnight consequently
in necordance with the poker eode that's Hve
up to in this section, it's probably not up to
me to make that sunouncewent now, when
I'mway to the good uand expect to hike with
my winnings  It's coming to me to stite
however, that 'y a square man, and that i

ot this bunch in strietly on-the-level play,
ut the business that U'm embarking on this
niudnight trein for s of a whole lot mors im-
51- rtance to me than any poker winmngs; and

m not trying to butt the hinges off any un-
written poker rules or nouons that way prevail
up this way. Therefore, for the sake of being
ngreeable, 111 st cash in the hundred dol-
lars' worth of chips that I bought when | sat
in, and you gentlemen may make whatever
division of my winnings that Lest suits you "

“The three sheep men listened attentively
to that spiel. It was the only way 1 knew to
&9t ont of the predicament.  As 1 tell it now,
ftmuy look asif [ showed the muk-white plume;
but they wers three against one, and 1 naver
went a-nuntiug for that kind ot bother. When
1 got through they looked at cach other. Then
they all got up

“Cash in your hundred, nothing,” said the
ugliest of the three, looklug e straight in
the eve, and right then I tigured that when the
ghooting began it would be best for me to drop
riuddenly to the floor and try to crawl to one
of the windows  “You don’t cash in no hun-
dred here Yo cash in every damned chip
in vour stack, and you get away with it too
We aln't no hoge out this-n-way, and we don't
do the baby act whéh the gnme doesn't ron our
way nol out here in Idaho, we don't, and
when a man hands roe, for one, a proper talk
like that one vou've st put up, he gets all
that's n-coming to him, and no trouble to fol-
low. Youcazhin, and vontake a drink with us,
and we'll put you on the train, and If you ever
happen back this-a-way, Just dig usup, and give
s another hnek at vour i vou don't happen
pack this-a-way, 1v's all right. That's me’

“'‘Same here ' sald the other two in chorns,

“That » how T got out of Idaho with $2.600
of three sheep men’s money, when the best
1 was looking for was a chance to jump ont of
the window and take the sash along with me
Bt T was just lucky enough to be np against
threa sguare men, and 've saan an exaetly
similar »guul:un come ant altogether differ-
ety s happened in Tacson, about eight
vewrs an. George MeAlping an ex-soldier of
the cavalry Begilar Arimy. was the man who
got the cold feet, MeAlpin had eleaned up
all the money deawn from the Government hy
three troops of cavalry during his flve-vear
enlistment, and w €t his discharge
he was several thonsand dollars to the rood
so that he didn't want any more soldiering
in his'n. He plaved cards around  Arizona
and New Mexioo, plaved square when the peo-
ple on the other <ide of the table were doing
{he same, and Yi...' when he knew that he
was In that Kind of o gome.  On this oecasion
MeAlpin, who was a big sinewyv. conrageons
man. got into a game (oa small rooin over a
Tueson =aloon with three Calitornia prospec-
tors who had stroek o <iboer lode in old Mexieo,
and who wers in Tueson en‘oving thenselves
I tooked on at the game slotge with four or
five othier chaps who didnt feel like playing
MeAlpin knew that he was plaving with men
that dida’t manipnlate the deck themselves
nor <tatd for anvhody ele doing it and he
plaved fair. Bt the wav he got the money
Gl those «ilver men wos g caition, He didn't
have to Ly He ot the eurd«,  He was over
g 000 ahead of the game after two honrs' play
and still winning  He shoved over all bat one
stack of ehipsthe wing to the banker

Justoanrn some of thi= iank into gilt
SIrets miv view

The bnker cashed rheoks
MoeAipin shoved the remaining stae in front
of i intoa jnekpet and lost He gof up

T got aodate with mveelf at a hoankatonk:
down thies wav a bat," Le s

e thit

Subject to

It ob-

e und then

bacame fleree all
MeAlnin was a nro-
fossinnal eamblor weren't altogether
sure that he had got thear rmoney on the squnre
At any rate they didn’t intend to permit b
ta ger a sudden case of the polar props when
he was it theyy over a thon |'u‘ each, and
the shiank of the everning not ver arrived, and
their hands went right stra‘ght back 1o where
thelr guns nratruded

Then MeAlnin did proacisele what this de-
tective tellow Sherlock Holnes does in the plav
when he's collared in that griuvsome gas eellar
{e had hiz hand on the back of his chair. The
ght was furnished by a coal-oil lamp in the

{

ﬁdb of the poker table. MeAlpin gave the
chalr a lightning swing, and down it came on
the lamp,  After the crash the room was black
dark, and (Us & miracle that some of us woren t
unctured in the  shooting that  followed
CAIpin was wise, Thethree prospectors fgred
that he'd take the door, uml they shot in that
direction,  But he took the window for his,
dropped ffteen oot 1o the ground, and wis ol
and awuy before a mnteh conld be struck 1t
was sudden work but MeAlpin wasa sudden
man. When Tueson heard the <tory Tueson
notifled the three prosjectors that the town
didn’t feel like eatending hospitality o people
who couldn t stand for little poker loss es with-
ot gun-plays that put the place in jeopurdy
of belng burnt up, and they took themselves
back to their lode in old Mexico
“I have wlso known of some occasions when
the desire of 4 man who was o wood winner
to ault the game win improperly  diagnored
by the other pluvers as o case of cold feet
I sat tnto o four-handed game in a hotel room
i Denver one night o fow years ago. | knew
two of the plavers, but the ofher one wius i
stranger ¢ ol three of us We'd been intro-
wd 1o 1in by somebody or other 1o the cor-
ridor of the hotel, and when we said we were
golng upetairs 1o have a liule draw fun he
uslied to be allowed to butt in. He was n guileless
wort of o youn fellow. und was the manager of a
bLig wholesale grocery tn Denver. For all that
voung man's guilelessness, he was un olmighty
ood poker player, und he had ux o1l the run
rom the tiest jump  He went right out 1o the
lead, and won ~teadily.  We hadu't started
the game notl after miduight, cnd before we
knew it the light of dawn begun to suedk in
at the window, and the young man who man-
uged the wholesale grocery bhad stuck us vach
up for something Tihv 0 When we saw the
daylight crevping in he announced that i1t was
l-rvll\ uear all off us far as he was concerned,
ut we Jollied him out of that notion, and he
rlaral on, winning right .'»Innr. At o'clock
1 the morning he gave a yuick look at his watch
-ug-‘%n-d héwk s chudr, and suid that he guessed
le'd cad
“Quite without justification, we all three ret
up the cold=feet wall ) .
“You won't do.' we «aid to him. ‘You're
a quarter horse. and you can't go the distance
Can't you interview vour chiropodist about
those cold feet later on in the duy” Here 1t is just

Just

“Phe young man gazed at us helplessly,
and then he broke ont with

“*Damn it all. ' going to be married at
11 o'clock this morning. and 1've got to go homwe
and jump into my duds, haven’s 1?

“Of course we had to apologize for accus-
fng him of being a victuu of frozen lower ex-
tremities, and | guess he started to housekeep
with that $1,500 he ook away from ns

“On unother ocvasion | felt rexeniment in
my soul over the desire of a man to quit a whole-
sile winner and was just about to Fuggest the
hot water cure for his pedals when [ was Liru«l
off 1< to the situation in the nick of time wot
into a game with a Sheriff | knew in 4 littde town
i southwestern Colorado, and after we were
well under way o dark-skinned chap, with a
lot of Mexican in him, stuck his head in st
the door of the Shenff's office, inside the jall,
where we were playing )

“'Come on in, Jim," said the Sheriff. *Want
to_break into this?’ ‘ i

“The man the Sheriff addressed as Jim didn’t
mind, and he went out for a minute and re-
tuened with a sizable sack filled with goid
woins.  He bought a hundred dollars’ worth,
and the cards began to filter his wns for the
.io-nn was sorry the Sheriff had invited
the chap in before an hour was over, for he
had more than $200 of m{ poces of eight,
and it didn’t look like Jim knew how to lose
al poker wnyway, he or we played it. He
got into the Sherift Just as hard as he did me,
and the longer we played the more he won
Along about 2 o'clock in the morning Jim
looked up at the clook and #aid that he vuessed
he'd puss out  that he had a few letters to
write. | felt like being real rude to Jim, and
[ was just about to tell him that 2 o' wns
a pretty untoward hour for a man w pry hitn-
velf loose from a game in which he was such
a big winner. when the Sheriff gave me a kick
on the leg under the table. 8o [ didn't say
anything while Jim cashed in, and when he
took e by the hand and bade ine good-by
with quite n whole lot more fervor than seemed
to be called for under the circumsiances,
wondered a heap just what kind of a propo-
pition Jin was, anvhow. He packed win-
ninis into the bug he'd brought into the room
and went out

“‘Huh!" suid 1to my friend the Bheriff, ‘von
took thut good and casy, pal, didn’t you? It's
a wonder vou wouldn't let out one roar, any-
how, over that fellow's hiking away with so
miteh of vour good dough In his gunnywack

“My friend the sSheriff spat at the stove and
grinved dreamily. )

“*Well, maybe [ would ha'’ raid he, ‘on'y
I'm goin' to hang Jim at halfpast 7 this
mornin’, and 1 guess he wants to git ready
for his little parade across the border.’

“Jim was hunged on sohedule time, all right
and as he swung into the circumambient {
couldn't help but feel sort o' guilty for think-
fne that he'd had cold feet when f’ne drew out
of that game.”

DIAMONDS IN BRAZIL.

Plenty of Mines and Precions Stones, but the
Industry Langulishes. ’

While the diamond wnines at Kimberley have
been producing about $18,000,000 worth of gems
a year, the industry in Bragil, formerly the
most important diamoend-producing country
in the world, has fallen to a low ebb. It is now
carried on only by individuals or small asso-
ciations working in a erude manner The yield
wus never unich over $1,000,000 in Any year,
and the product is now worth annually less
than $200,000; and yet the quality of the Brazil
stones averages b gher than that of the Kimber-
ley output,

The reason for the decline of the Brazil in-
dustry is partiv because it is carried on in a
ghiftless sort of a way, but mostiy on account
of the immense output of Kimberley,which has
giutted the market and practicaily crowded
the Brazil mines to the wall.  Brazil geros rarely
leave the country until they are ready for the
jewellers,for they are cut either at Diamantina
Gouvea or Rio de Janeiro;, while the Kimberley
stones are sent to the London market in March
every vear, and are then distributed to the
diamond cutters of Holland and Belgium.

Brazil, however, has practically a monopoly
of the carbonado or black diamond which s
used in diamond drills and for other abrasive
purposes, Itis found, to be sure, in Cape Colony
and some other places, but = commercially im-
portant only in Brazl

There is a marked difference between the con-
ditions unaer which the diamond = found in
South Africa and in Brazil. At Kimberie
most of the gems are taken from the thicl
strataof arottedirock forming blue clay through
which the rough gems are scatterel and the
mining is carvisd on sitnply by clggiog up this
bine clay and passing it through washing wa-
chines which separate the gems from the earth,
Dimnonds are also found in the bed of the Vaal

Liver and two or three other places, but nearly
all the gems that reach Furope coms from the
famous  Kimnberiey  formation,

On the other hand, the Brazil diamonds are
scnttered over a lnrge part of the central region
of the great archgean formation, which is spread
aver nearly the whole area of the southern
tributaries of the Amazon.  KEoormous guan-
tities of the precious stones are doubtless im-
bedded in this hard rock, but the diamonds
had been worked very hittle outside the allu-
vial lands to which they have been carried
in the beds of etreams from the ancient forma-
tion in which they originated.  Thua they are
found in the stream beds of Minas Garaes (many
mines), Bahia, Goyazs and Matto Grosso, The
diggings now in operation are chiefly in the
Stute of Bahia, where, during the dry season,
the little water remaining in one or another
small stream 15 turned out of its channel and
the gravel is sifted for the gems it may con-
tain.  'The work goes on without muech method
or energy until the rains come, when the dia-
mond digger takes n vacation and work is not
resumed until the next dry senson,

In 150 vears of mining operations Brazil
has yielded about $100 606 00 worth of  gens
or a total output, which s equalled avery six
or sevan vears by the product of the Kimberley
mines. The African dinmonds are commonly
pdmitted to be lass beautiful than those from
Brazil, but their total <ale already oxceeds hy
millions the vaiue of all the gems Brazil has
produced, thongh Afriean diamond mining has
been carried on only about thirty vears

The Martial Westphalingers.
Fromthe Washington Erening Star
A remarkable state of aftuirs has just been
revealed at the War Department in the matter
of the military servies of the Westphalinger
family. By direction of the Assistant Secretary
of War, Corporal Gustay A \\'mu.hulina-'x.,
Company §L Twentieth United States Infantry,
now on furlonzh at Leavenworth, Kan, is

transferred as o private to the general
AR

Corporal Westplinl ngor has a record of
twenty-one vears’ falthiul service in the Armey,
tion of bheing the tirst man

and he has the distinet

to receive at the hands of Mujor-Gey, Otis a |
siv=months’ furlough from Muarida, this tur- |
e wranted i eonsiderntion of his ey

it record torporel Westphnlingesr's
tather, George A Westphalinger, corved thirgy-

three yeurs iu the Army and was retircd as o

First Noergonnt Five hrothers of Corpoesl |
Westphn inger nre n in the mditary sepyice |
of the United Rtates, and 1he total length of |

e ol the father and siv cons ageregates |
107 vears and ten months Carporal Wear- |
phalinger s ordered to report at the Ariny Ko
ernitie Station ot Indiananolis, Ind , where he |
will assist iy recruiting for bis regimient I b
desires, he will bo pesssigned ton company of
B ol eegiment in the Datare and will accon-
pany them to Mauila

Kemember This -
When an advertisar has someth'ug of real
valne tn disposa of, he firat goes to Tig Sox's
advertising columna with it.  Rarely is he
eompelled to try further.— dde.

PARIS'S GAY AUTOMOBILES,

WONDERFUL (REATIONS OF I'RENcH
FEMININE T\STL,

Full Five Maudred of Them to e Seen of o
Morning tu the Bols or Along the € hampy
Elysees As Varted In Design as Strikiog
In the Brilllancy of Thelr Colors,

Pais, Apreil w0 Tube o walk donr 10y
(hamps Blysess any moPning Vds spricg op
turn into the Bois de Boulogne any Qe (1.
noon You ke, and whar will intorest you e

i you come from America than all the ooy
surprising sighits that Pari= atffords will be 1 g
numbers, even hundreds, of wonen oo g
their own horssloss onrriages Not <o digs

monds were hroaght tolight or Faster g
vented has o posmsesslon so fosoinated tie ey
tnine mind in Franee as the automohils

It takes the krench wowan out of doors,
keeps her mitnd interestad and happy allows | ee
to wear, if she pleases a chiffon frock and ¢ L]
of the tinesr suede, and It never Lres or o
heata its votarles. Those are some of the
reasons why., with their whole beoirte and
sonls, not 1o speak of guick intelige e, mile
atme and mademaoiselle have thrown )
selves into the sport, and why to-day the Freneny
manufactirers take rmors palns in evoly g
novelties nd taprovements in the noachines
intended for women's wse than even 11t g
great record breaking tiers ordered Lv 1 g
pwn  They say o ot pavs, becin e
the woruen are giving up diamonds, frocke
the collecting of old lace, and bave even g
down thetr st of entertainments in eardog
to gave up the price of @ petit duke ar 4 Stine
hope phoeton, but also becanse in their cone
stant experimenting these FParlsan womeg
have discovered and given to the mannfaicte
urers ruiny invaluable notlons for 1he lige
provement of the petrolemm ecarnages

“I'wo yeurs pgu iu Paris” soid oo maken
of automobllen, “there were just two machines
of any interest or iportance owned by ladiea
One was & quadracyele, in which the actress
Rejane, ever alive to the advantages of advers
tising herself, was toe-toc'sl abont the streety
by & chauffeur in gay costume, and the other
was a fiue dark brougham in the service of
Mme. Rothschild To-day | make the cone
gervative estimate of at least five hundred
horseless vehicies, more or lesa costly, in the
possession of women, and if you wans fully e
realize the inflnerce feminine tasie and
opinlon has had upon my business, let ne
point out to you the important fact that, while
the Englsh and Americans buiid their amto.
mobilen in stmple shapes and paint them ia
rich dark cokors, we, bending to Lhe all powers
ful feminine demamd for nowelty and colur,
have contrived as many as thirty differens
types of auto-carriages, and we decorate them
in every colar of the reinbow. Hrilllant hues
and sirange shapes characterize the kren f
carriage, and lovely woman was and s at the
bottoru of that.

“Here in Paris you so when a woman buve
an autonoblle, and she wont wince eveu al
paying as high as $10,000 for something s
really likes, she goes to a factory and purchascs
or orders nothing but the running gear. Sle
wants sl wheels, a powerful motor and a
suuple mechanism under lwer hand, and when
that is supplied the body less web of nachinery
on wheels is sent on to her carriage maker.
With that individual she then has as many
interviews as if he were her 1ost valued dre«—
maker. for just as every Prench wonmuin des
sires to gown herself wish individual dissinetion,
Just 80 does ghe require her automobile 10 ey-
press her own taste and sdeas. Well, yoa
Lave only to stand vere on the Champs Flysoes
an hour any day to see what the result 1=, and
to take note that this ferninine tancy for or-
pamenting the horseless currages has had s
intftuence on every velicks thut comes trore
the shope.

Blue, green, red, vellow, black and bluey
manve and grav, purple and white; thereisres
veuled to the oulooker no combination oo start-
ling for adoption, but if one has time o ex-
atine, the unprejudiced wind will soon learn
a few anproviog and mupressive facts about
these ratubow chanots and their gentle oo-
cupants.  First and foremnost, whatever eolor
their vehidles may be, they are sure to beeola
their occupants, and they are insde models of
luxitrious convenience.  Undoubted!s the moss
sumptuous in their fittings and gay in wheir
colorings are those built for u-e at shoppng
and for artngs in the park, wille the mere
sporting traps take on a soberer Lue.

There is, for example, the lovely lttle mo-
tor eyele chaise used by Mme. Casimer-Perier
for going her morning rounds on the shopping
boulevards  That was only brought out last
autumn, but it set the fashion all over Paris
as & light morning carriege, for it is drawn b
a servant man on a quadracycle, and is one n‘
the least expensive motor cycles that can be
bought, costing only $700, operating at lees
thun eight cents a mile When the wife of
the wealthy ex-President appeared in her low
EWZNK npplwsrmn wicker phaeton seat, the
upholsterin, one in melton to match the
paint, and the mud guard and handrail done in
white enamelled leather, there was a rush on
the maker of the original for mriu. and with
the warm days of early #pring the newly built
shopping chalrs bewan scooting ahout the town
in a dozen different tints of paint. Some of
them are built whollg of dwodydlow basket
work and lined with brocaded satin, some
of particular fame are lacquered over the whole
body in pure white, picked out, with gilt, while
the upholstery is rinvna in silver satin,

When Mme.  Rejane found that eitting

rched on what looks to American eyes lika
he cowcatcher of a qu cle was no longer
exciting comment, she and her luxury-loving
sisters of the stage, with admirable diseretion,
transferred all their affectious to Le Petit Duke,
and of an alterncon down the Avenue ces
Acacias in the Bois moves a whole train of mora
or less famous and sumptuously enthroned
theatrical queens,

Mme. Rejano goes along eteering herself
with lazy grace in a duke, all of burning red,
get off with gilt and white varnish. Sarah, the
aging, but always divine, her automn leaf hair \n
the Duke de Ralehstadt curl, and her body but-
toned slitnly and solemuly in a frogged black
satin coat. takes her way her white ganuntieted
hand on the lever of a dead black e lined
with dull black satin, and a vart heap of yellow
rores always piling the cushions at her feet:
the most conspicuously admired figure in tha
long row. Rarely does a man ocoupy one of tha
gracious little chariots unless he s the gue:d
of the lady who owns it and while this proce-
wion, all flowers and laced trimuned paracols
and expressive of the latest agony of the drese
maker'sart. goos by - down the other avenues, in
quite a different sort of trap, the wamen of the
exclusive fashion hum through the air. [ow-
#wung, lazy chalrs tafted in ratin are not in
the pose of the modish Parician demoiselle.
A highsat slanhope tres anglais, trea’chic, with &
reat for the dogs, is the automobile for modizh
femininity. Bhe dresses well, #0 do the dogs
who sit oppo=ite, and her handeome trap
all white or bright green. and white or a vivid
yellow. Bronze and red with o
cushions is the vehiclo the g Princesse
Rohan rteers herrelf in. and she and Wis Por-
ter, the Ameriean Amhasrador's daughter,
who had a dark hlue stanhope and a trio of yery
fashionable dogs. go out slone, becavse they
affect the delightful independence of the thing.

In the days of bicveling the Parisierme was
the most reckless rider in two enntinents. Khe
consteel down the Champs
around sharp corners, and sometimes she
broke more bones than the sport seemed ')
guarantce. and the foot passenger m Paria
who hears a warning toot' toet! from the nire
horn of an antomobile and swees a Aower hat
and pink shirtwaist on the borx reat had better
hnstle for his or lLer life or give wavy 0 the
Indy. When a sweet young antomohilist and
her eargo of pet dops gets farlvy ander wav
for the vark in the morning nothing bhut an
earthquake or & steam train or a good " ard
etone wull will stop her, and knewing thic v
mashable human being shiould attempt to di—
pute her right of wav, hut let her whiz b
rmu( olate, Ler lips sot fim, and if anv 1
befalls the strong-faced grocm in teosto live
ery will be on hand to eatber the fragments

The groom, what there is of him, for tha
gmallost, slimmest tigors, of the jockey build
are in greatest demand, wears the livers thab
ooy bost with his misteess’ machine, whether
it 1s pulled about by a cuadracyvele, or s a (uli-
Nedegod marhine a nelrele. His incket (< qlanvs
cut short in the skirt, buttons «lose to his hin,
andd ix Mnichad hy a military enllar s trags.
ers are ftted  tught as far as the knee,
where logeirgs campleote the e enveriny
to the inster, sod un the cuter seani~ of tiw
broeches nnd down the front and remmd e
collar of the cost runs a niping of a «lotl
in its color eclioes the chief contrasting tor
used in the decaration of the yvehicle fthe
autemabile red white, np groen ard

nodull rvel meltan it

Vile

Me

wnly

Yhak

gray, it tman w i

pired with white, or one of hottiegreern be |
with stiver, g his At casonette or ¢can

has hesn as Gistinctive o pntt of 2 ch

ot
t has over beep typical
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ilonest Regrets,
Y1'rorn the ( Ricago Tridune
“Has the commitioe acked vorr to attend that
big eolebraton atSkedunk ar d mane aspeech?”’
asked the wife of the Public Man
Y es
Are you going””
“No o | have sent my regreate '
“How aan voug conseienionslv do that? Yon
krow you havten't o regiet whatever '
Yes but Fhave | regret sineerely that 1
can tregret haviong tostay away, rejoined She
Public Mau. “
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